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Non-durable Manufactures.—The trend of output among the individual groups
of the non-durable sector of manufacturing in the postwar period was visibly smoother
than in the durable sector but the general trend was the same—except for 1954, no inter-
ruption occurred in the upward movement of production—although this advance continued
through 1957. Unlike durable goods, non-durable commodities are mostly consumer goods
and are less influenced by sudden changes in the international situation or the capital
investment programs of producers and governments. By 1957 the non-durables index
of output had reached 139.7, the highest on record. For the group as a whole there was
an increase of 1.2 p.c. in volume compared with 1956. Trends, however, were mixed. The
majority of industrial groups reported increases in volume of production compared with
1956, the greatest being that of 10.3 p.c. shown by the tobacco and tobacco products
group. This was followed by chemicals and allied products with an increase of 4.9 p.c.,
miscellaneous industries 4.3 p.c., beverages 3.5 p.c., products of petroleum and coal 3.4 p.c.,
foods 1.4 p.c., printing, publishing and allied trades 0.7 p.c. and textiles 0.3 p.c. Three
groups reported declines in volume—rubber and rubber products reported a drop of 4.0
p-¢., paper products 1.7 p.c. and clothing 0.7 p.c. The leather products group, which has
experienced an erratic long-term trend, reported no change in 1957 after showing an 8.2-
p-¢. increase in 1956 over 1955.

7.—Indexes of the Volume of Manufactured Production of the Groups Comprised
within the Non-durable Manufactures Classification, 1935-57
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